acquisition and use of firearms in any state or region should be handled with 
utmost care and adherence to the relevant laws and regulations. In the case of 
New York State, obtaining a pistol requires a thorough understanding of the 
specific requirements and restrictions imposed by local and federal laws. This 
essay aims to provide an overview of how an individual with a Federal Firearms 
License (FFLO3) can acquire a pistol in New York State and subsequently shoot it, 
adhering to the applicable legal framework. Acquiring a Pistol with an FFLO3: 1. 
Appropriate Licensing: Firstly, possessing an FFLO3, also known as a Collector of 
Curios and Relics license, allows individuals to access antique firearms and certain 
modern firearms deemed collectible under the law. However, it is crucial to note 
that an FFLO3 does not generally extend to purchasing newly manufactured 
firearms, including pistols. To acquire a pistol in New York State, individuals must 
possess the appropriate Federal Firearms License (FFLO1) or obtain a pistol 
permit from the local authorities. 2. Pistol Permit Process: In New York State, the 
acquisition of a pistol requires obtaining a pistol permit from the licensing officer 
of the county or city where an individual resides. The criteria for obtaining a 
permit may vary based on local county laws, yet general prerequisites include 
being over 21 years of age, a resident of the county or city, and meeting the 
character and mental health requirements established by the issuing authority. An 
FFLO3 license may help demonstrate responsible firearm ownership and expertise, 
which may positively influence the decision-making process for obtaining a permit. 
3. Compliance with Federal Law: Though an FFLO3 license does not specifically 
allow for acquiring pistols, its possession may contribute favorably while obtaining 
an FFLO1 license, which permits dealing with new firearms. A federal firearms 
dealer, with an FFLO1, is authorized to sell pistols under federal law. This license 
would enable an individual to acquire a pistol in accordance with federal 
regulations, while still adhering to New York State and local permit requirements. 
Shooting a Pistol with an FFLO3: 1. Target Shooting and Collection Display: Upon 
successfully acquiring a pistol under the appropriate licensing framework, an 
FFLO3 licensee in New York State can engage in target shooting and use their 
firearm for lawful purposes. These activities could take place at authorized 
shooting ranges or other designated areas where firearms discharge is legally 
allowed. However, it is important to abide by the range rules, safety protocols, and 
any additional regulations specific to the location. 2. Compliance with State Laws: 
When shooting a pistol in New York State, FFLO3 licensees must adhere to all 
relevant state regulations, including restrictions on prohibited locations, capacity 
limitations, and magazine features. It is crucial to stay informed about any 
amendments to state laws regarding firearms, with consideration given to 
proposed legislation or executive orders that may impact firearms usage. 
Conclusion: Acquiring and shooting a pistol in New York State requires a 
comprehensive understanding of the specific laws and regulations governing 
firearm possession. While possessing an FFLO3 Collector of Curios and Relics 
license does not directly authorize the acquisition of pistols, it can contribute 
positively to the licensing process. Through diligent compliance with federal and 
state regulations, an individual can navigate the legal framework and responsibly 
acquire, possess, and shoot a pistol in New York State, ensuring the safety and 
security of all parties involved. 


